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Dog Attacks 
 

Each year approximately 121 children present at 
Princess Margaret Hospital Emergency Department as 
a result of Dog Attacks (2003PMHIS). 
 
Who is Attacked? 
 Children under 12 years of age are most at risk. 
 Children aged 1-4 years have the highest rate of 

injury. 
 Of those attacked, 78% are family or friends of the 

dog owners.  
 
Where do Attacks Occur? 
 Many attacks occur at home. 
 40% in the victim’s house/yard. 
 30% at a friend or neighbour’s house/yard. 

 
Dog attacks in a private setting accounted for 75% of 
the total number of attacks. 
 
Type of Injuries? 
 Most serious injuries are to the child’s head and 

face, often leaving them scarred.  
 Others include lacerations and bruising to the arms 

and legs. 
 
What Dogs are Involved? 
Any sort of dog can pose a risk to children and babies.  
 

A study conducted by fifth year medical students at the 
University of Western Australia* in 1999, looked at dog 
attack presentations to Princess Margaret Hospital for 
Children’s Emergency Department between July 1998 
and August 1999. Their study identified 21 different 
breeds of dog involved in attacks on children. The 

graph below shows the relative frequency of dog bites 
by breed of dog. 
 
The number of vicious dog attacks on children has 
prompted Federal and State Governments to control on 
the importation of some breeds of dog and to introduce 
new dog control laws.   
 
The UWA study showed that 45% of 1-3 year-olds and 
27.3% of 4-6 year-olds are bitten in their own home. 
Another 30% of 1-3 year-olds and 59.1% of 4-6 year-
olds are bitten in someone else’s home. 
 
Dog bites tend to occur more frequently when children 
are interacting directly with the dog – eg: patting, 
playing, feeding.  
 
Parents and carers who are aware of the hazards 
posed by dogs can take precautions to reduce the risk 
of dog attacks at home.  
 
Safety Tips 
These are some tips to reduce the chances of a child in 
your care being bitten or injured by a dog: 
 Never approach an unfamiliar dog. 
 Never run from a dog and scream. 
 Do not look a dog in the eye. 
 Do not disturb a dog that is sleeping, eating, or 

caring for puppies.   
 Do not pet a dog without allowing it to see you and 

sniff you first. 
 Never play with a dog unless supervised by an 

adult. 
 Stay still when an unfamiliar dog comes up to you 

(“Be still like a tree”)    
 If knocked over by a dog, roll into a ball and lie still  
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* Willson A, Prosser S, Nedeljkovic Z, Wright S. A Retrospective Study of Dog Attacks in West Australian Children. 2000 
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Simple Steps Prevent Dog Attacks 
Separation 
 Keep babies and young children away from your 

dog. 
 Supervise dogs with children at all times. This is 

particularly important when a new infant comes into 
a family of long-time dog owners. 

 Ask friends and relatives to keep their dogs 
separate from your children at all times. 

 
Obedience 
Obedience training is one of the best things that you 
can do for your dog.  The rewards are in turning your 
dog from an uncontrollable animal into a well-mannered 
dog. Some owners enjoy their training and go on into 
competitions and gain obedience titles for their dog. 

 
 
• Training 

The RSPCA recommends that all dogs: 
  Be taught immediately to obey commands 
   Answer to “come”, “sit” and “stay” from all family 

members 
  Attend obedience school 
  That are taught or actively encouraged to be guard 

dogs, should not be mixed with children. 
 
When to buy a dog 
 Parents are advised to wait till their children reach 
school age before purchasing a dog. 
 
 

 
Boy Bitten By Savage Dog 

 
A six-year-old boy was attacked and bitten by a large 
Staffordshire cross dog, while riding a bicycle outside 
his grandmother’s home in a Perth suburb.   
 
The boy was admitted to hospital after being bitten on 
the face and head.  
 
The dog is believed to have been roaming around the 
area before the incident occurred.   
 
 
When Buying a Dog 
Match your needs to your dog 
 

 
Parents of small children should not consider buying a 
breed listed as dangerous. 

The RSPCA recommends that you: 
 Find out about the type of dog you are interested in 

Consult your veterinary surgeon on the dog that best 
suit your needs. 
 

Kidsafe WA © 2005 
Excerpts may be copied for educational purposes. Written 
permission is required to copy this fact sheet in its entirety.  
 

For more information   (08) 9340 8509 
 
Child Safety Information Line  1800 802 244 
 

www.kidsafewa.com.au

The table below shows that most animal-related injuries presenting at PMH Emergency Department in 2000, were from dogs.  
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